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Art Unit: 2135 

DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is responding to tlie RCE filed on 08/08/05. 

2. Claims 1-14 are pending. Claims 9-14 are newly added claims. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Davis et 
al, US/5633932, hereinafter "Davis". 

5. As per claims 1 and 2: 

Davis discloses "A method of conducting, in relation to a print job, a printing 
process between an originating device and a printer, said method-comprising steps of: 
Inputting security key information specific to the print job to the originating device" in 
(Col 4 lines 39-67); "Embodying corresponding print job specific security key information 
in a physical security key" in (Col 4 lines 50-65, and Col 6 lines 20-33); "initiating, in 
association with the print job specific security key information, the printing process at 
the originating device for outputting the print job from the printer; suspending the 
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printing process prior to outputting the print job fronn the printer** in (Col 5 lines 1-25, and 
lines 15-20); input, using the physical security key via a local user interface at the 
printer, the corresponding print job specific security key information; and enabling, 
depending upon the corresponding print job specific security key information, the 
suspended printing process to output the print job from the printer"* in (Col 5 lines 34- 
65). 

6. As per claims 3 and 6: 

Davis discloses "A method according to claims 1 and 4, wherein the corresponding print 
job specific security key information is one of a) complementary to the print job specific 
security key information and b) identical to the print job specific security key information" 
in (Col 4 lines 39-55) 

7. As per claim 4: 

Davis discloses "A system for conducting a secure printing process, in relation to a print 
job, between an originating device and a printer, wherein the originating device and the 
printer communicate over a network, said system comprising: a security key interface 
(Col 5 lines 50-65), adapted to input security key information specific to the print job to 
the originating device; a physical security key, embodying corresponding print job 
specific security key information" in (Col 4 lines 50-65, and Col 6 lines 20-33); "a user 
interface, adapted to initiate, in association with the print job specific security key 
information, the printing process at the originating device for outputting the print job from 
the printer" in (Col 5 lines 50-65); "at least one processor module, adapted to suspend 
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the printing process prior to outputting the print job form the printer" in (Col 5 lines 13- 
25); and "a local user interface at the printer, adapted to enable input of the 
corresponding print job specific security key information, wherein said at least one 
processor module is adapted to enable, depending upon the corresponding print job 
specific security key information, the suspended printing process to output the print job 
from the printer** in (Col 5 lines 34-65). 

8. As per claim 5: 

Davis discloses "A system according to claim 4, wherein the print job specific security 
key information is input via a local user interface at a computer communicating with the 
originating device over a network, wherein the image data is stored at the originating 
device" in (Col 1 lines 30-55, and Col 4 lines 23-37). 

9. As per claim 7: 

Davis discloses "A computer program recorded on a computer-readable medium, the 
program comprising software code portions for performing the steps of claim 1" in (Col 3 
lines 30-35). 

10. As per claim 8: 

Davis discloses "A computer readable medium storing a computer program, wherein 
said computer program comprises software code portions for performing the steps of 
claim 1" in (Col 4 lines 1-5). 
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11. As per claims 9 and 1 2: 

Davis discloses "A printing method comprising the steps of: 
Inputting at an originating device, public key information that corresponds to private key 
information" in (Col 4 lines 39-56); "initiating, depending upon the public key information 
input at the originating device, a printing process for printing image data on a printer" in 
(Col 4 lines 39-65, and Col 6 lines 5-33); "suspending the printing process prior to 
printing image data on the printer" in (Col 5 lines 15-20); "inputting the private key 
information at the printer; and enabling, depending upon the private key information 
input at the printer, the suspended printing process to print the image data on the 
printer"* in (Col 5 lines 50-65). 

12. As per claims 1 0 and 13: 

Davis discloses "A system according to claims 9 and 12, wherein the print job 
specific security key information is input via a local user interface at a computer 
communicating with the originating device over a network" in (Col 4 lines 39-55, Col 6 
lines 52-65, and Col 6 lines 20-33), wherein the image data is stored at the originating 
device" in (Col 1 lines 30-55, and Col 4 lines 23-37). 

13. As per claims 11 and 14: 

Davis discloses "A method according to claim 9, wherein said step of initiating 
includes a step of encrypting, at the originating device, the image data using the public 
key information and a step of sending the encrypted image data from the originating 
device to the printer" in (Col 4 lines 39-55, Col 6 lines 52-65, and Col 6 lines 20-33), and 
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said step of enabling includes a step of decrypting, at the printer, the encrypted image 
data using the private key information and a step of printing the decrypted image data 
on the printer" in (Col 5 lines 20-25). 



14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Linh LD Son whose telephone number is 571- 
272-3856. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6 (M-F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Vu can be reached on 571-272-3859. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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